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[Research Note]
A Study of Kazuo Shiraga’s Action Painting Works from His Early Career
Phase of Expression from “Work” to “Work III”
B HIX
Shigeru KAMEDA

This paper examines the phase of expression from "Work" to "Work IIl" in which Kazuo
Shiraga first tried to use physical actions to paint in his early career. Paintings consist of
painters’ physical traces show a unique expression of time different from seeing optical
delusions of American abstract paintings, as Michael Fried asserts “Presentness”. In "Work",
Shiraga uses his fingers to draw concentric circles on the square ratio canvas, which creates
an optical effect, probably unintentional for Shiraga. His change of mind is observed in "Work
II1," where he uses his feet to create a single image on a support. This is processed by
abandoning a square ratio and adopting a centripetal composition. Jackson Pollock invents
"All-over Dripping Paintings" through his career by combining separate technique and
composition. Shiraga, on the other hand, finds his own method and composition almost
simultaneously in 1954 when making his action painting prototypes. Shiraga’s way to treat
canvases is the reason why Shiraga’s creations of images appeal to our conscious mind, unlike

Pollock’s paintings which try to reach our subconsciousness.
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