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MCCARTNEY Mariaami

This paper examines the uniqueness of Edvard Munch's The Sick Child through an analysis
of its repeated production and a comparison with his other self-copied works. Munch
repeatedly recreated several motifs throughout his career, including The Scream, The Kiss,
Vampire, and Madonna. While these works underwent significant changes in composition,
symbolism, and medium, The Sick Child was reproduced over a period of approximately forty
years while maintaining essentially the same composition.

First, this paper analyzes the production background and repeated versions of The Sick

Child, focusing on both its oil paintings and printmaking works. It then compares the work
with contemporary depictions of illness in late nineteenth-century Europe, particularly
Christian Krohg's The Sick Girl, to clarify the distinctive characteristics of Munch's treatment
of illness and death. Furthermore, Munch's major self-copied works are examined to identity
differences in the function and purpose of repetition.
Based on this comparison, the paper proposes two categories of self-copying: “transtormative
self-copy,” in which composition and meaning are modified through repetition, and
“replicative self-copy,” in which the original composition is largely maintained. While works
such as The Scream, The Kiss, Vampire, and Madonna belong to the former category, the oil-
painted versions of The Sick Child exhibit the characteristics of “replicative self-copy” most
clearly.

The study concludes that the uniqueness of The Sick Child lies not in repetition itself, but
in the sustained preservation of a single composition over several decades. Unlike Munch's
other repeated motifs, which expanded and transformed their meanings through variation,
The Sick Child retained its fundamental structure throughout its repeated production. In this
respect, the work occupies an exceptional position within Munch's oeuvre and offers an
important perspective for understanding the diverse functions of repetition in his artistic

practice.
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I @ivind Storm Bjerke. “Edvard Munch, The Sick Child: Form and Content,” in Erik
Morstad (ed.), Edvard Munch: An Anthology, Unipub Forlag, 2006, pp. 65-86.

2 Jay A. Clarke. “Originality and Repetition in Edvard Munch’s The Sick Child,” in Erik
Morstad (ed.), Edvard Munch: An Anthology, Oslo: Oslo Academic Press, 2006, p. 43-63.
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4 Unn Plahter and Leif Einar Plahter. “Munch’s Paintings: Scientific Research Both Recent
and in Retrospect,” 2015, p. 10.

5 Frederick B. Deknatel. Edvard Munch: An Exhibition of Paintings and Prints, New York:
Museum of Modern Art, Chanticleer Press, 1950, p.8.
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+ Frederick B. Deknatel. Edvard Munch: An Exhibition of Paintings and Prints, New York:
Museum of Modern Art, Chanticleer Press, 1950.

+ Schneede UM, Munch E. Edvard Munch: Das Kranke Kind : Arbeit an Der Erinnerung.
Fischer Taschenbuch Verlag, 1984.

« Matthias, Arnold. Edvard Munch. Rowohlt, Reinbek 1986.

« Bischoff Ulrich. Edvard Munch, Taschen, 1988.

- Carlsson, Anni. Edvard Munch. Leben und Werk. Belser, Stuttgart, 1989.

- Eggum, Arne. Munch and Photography, Yale University Press, New Haven and London,
1989.

- Eggum, Arne. Der junge Munch im Licht des franzésischen Naturalismus und
Impressionismus. In: Sabine Schulze (Hrsg.): Munch in Frankreich. Schirn-Kunsthalle
Frankfurt in Zusammenarbeit mit dem Musée d’Orsay, Paris und dem Munch Museet,
Oslo. Hatje, 1992.

- Carmen Sylvia Weber (ed.). Edvard Munch. Vampire. Interpretations of Edvard Munch's
Vampire, a key painting of early modernism. Catalogue for the exhibition Edvard Munch.
Vampire, January 25, 2003 — January 6, 2004, Kunsthalle Wiirth, Schwibisch Hall.
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Swiridoff, Kiinzelsau 2003.

- @ivind Storm Bjerke. “Edvard Munch, The Sick Child:- Form and Content,” in Erik
Morstad (ed.), Edvard Munch: An Anthology, Unipub Forlag, 2006.

- Jay A. Clarke, “Originality and Repetition in Edvard Munch’s The Sick Child,” in Erik
Morstad (ed.), Edvard Munch: An Anthology, Oslo: Oslo Academic Press, 2006.

+ Munch, Edvard, and Erik Marstad. Edvard Munch : An Anthology. Oslo Academic Press,
2006.

 Munch, Edvard, et al. Edvard Munch : The Modern Eye. English ed, Tate Publishing ;
Distributed in the U.S. by Abrams, 2012.

- Woll, Gerd. Edvard Munch : Complete Paintings [ catalogue raisonné, Philip Wilson,
London 2012.] .

+ Huber, Hans Dieter. Edvard Munch Tanz Des Lebens ; Eine Biographie. Reclam, 2013.
Unn Plahter and Leif Einar Plahter, “Munch’s Paintings: Scientific Research Both Recent
and in Retrospect,” 2015.

* Edvard Munch’s Writings. The English edition, published by the Munch Museum.
(https://www.emunch.no/english.xhtml)

2026 £ 1 A 5 A%,
- Munch, Edvard. Livsfrisens Tilblivelse, 1928, p.10. [MM UT 13, Munch-museet. Datert
1928. Utgitt tekst.] eMUNCH T Y 2L T — A4 7 X 2 (EEFS
(https://www.emunch.no/TRANS_HYBRIDMM_UT0013.xhtml)

2025 4F 6 F1 12 HB%,
+ From Munch. Kunst og Natur, Datert 1928. [MM N 57—3] eMUNCH T Y 2 L7 —%
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