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—BHEERD 1943 FEBERWNIC BT 3 FEREROBE—
Projected Taiwan:
Constructing Indigenous Representation in Tsuruta Goro’s 1943

Taiwan Research Trip

B 25
CHEN Yuchun

This paper focuses on two war record paintings by the Western-style painter Tsuruta Goro
(1890-1969): Gaoshan Volunteer Corps in the Owen Stanley Range and Gaoshan People
Bidding Farewell to Their Volunteer Corps, both exhibited in 1944. It also refers to a sketch,
Woman of Native Formosan, produced during the same period, as supplementary material
illustrating the research process. Based on primary sources, it first demonstrates that these
works were products of Tsuruta’s 1943 research trip to Taiwan, and then analyzes the
framework through which the representation of “Taiwan” was constructed in these works.
Both paintings focus on Indigenous peoples of Taiwan’s mountainous regions, while omitting
other aspects of Taiwanese society at the time, including urban development, industrial
infrastructure, and Han Chinese communities. This paper argues that such selective
visualization was not merely the result of Tsuruta’s personal interests, but was closely
connected to the visual framework of the period, which sought to represent the “Southern”
war front through substitution and to legitimize colonial rule. In other words, the “Taiwan”
that appears in Tsuruta’s works was not a comprehensive representation of actual Taiwanese
society, but rather a “projected Taiwan” constructed by wartime Japan in order to visualize

the logic of wartare and colonial governance.
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(K3) (&t (BEEWE)) 1944 4, av 5 - #t, 43.0x30.8cm. AR EMTEEE
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(https://www.momat.go.jp/collection/ I&HEH : 2026 47 H 30 H)
3 MREETAZEMTARAR [3EMT & MR ) AR T L SEMTEE, 2002 4E, 33 H,
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