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Western Medical Books Written in Chinese of Post-Hobson
MATSUMOTO Hideshi

Quanti-xinlun(1851), a Western medical book written in Chinese compiled by Benjamin
Hobson, an English medical missionary, is known as the first medical book which brought
knowledge of modern Western anatomy to China. The purpose of this essay is to
demonstrate development of Western medical books written in Chinese after Quanti-xinlun
and responses on Traditional Medicine of Chinese to Western medical books written in
Chinese, according to my research recently conducted in China
After he leave china, under the decided consciousness of post-Hobson more serious medical
books written in Chinese were published one after another in China. Then, in view of the
fact that Quanti-xinlun merely conveyed general education of human anatomy,
Quanti-chanwei (1881) complied by Dauphin William Osgood, an American medical
missionary was published. This book actually became the first technical book of human
anatomy in China. The biggest significance is that Chinese translation of vocabulary of
anatomy established in the book became the basis of subsequent Western medical books
written in Chinese compiled by medical missionaries.
On the other hand, Western medical books written in Chinese treated in the course of
Traditional Medicine of Chinese, in so far as before the revolution of 1911 in China,
remained in interpretations around anatomy conveyed by Quanti-xinlun. Thus, in modern
China there were different trends of Western medicine directly brought by medical
missionaries and treated in Traditional Medicine of Chinese.



