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LITHEETHS I,

TERREDWRHEDOER N E T
(Rt - RIEA)

JOURNAL OF MR. FLINT'S VOYAGE TO LIMPO AND
TIEN-TSIN IN THE SUCCESS SNOW. 1750.

June 13th. Saild in the morning from Macao in Company
with the Pitt, and that day left her among the Islands.

21st. At noon the Mandarine of a Man of War Junk, came
on board of us, I told him there would be one or two Ships this
year for to Trade, and I was come first for to stay for them.
Got to Kitto point at night.

25th. In the morning we intended to get under way and go
to Tinhoy, but was prevented by the weather being foggy, and
by two of the Men of War Junks.
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In the afternoon there came two of the Military Mandarines
with one civil Magistrate from Chusan with orders from the
Chong ping and Hien, to send from the province instantly, as
being the Emperor’s Orders, not to allow of any Europe Vessel
to come to Che-Kiang, for that Canton is the port, they are to
reside to, and that the trade with Europeans is entirely forbid
at this port. I told them that I was come first in this small
Vessel, to deliver a Petition to the Tsong-toc and Mandarines of
Che-Kiang, for them to represent to the Emperor the grievances
we lay under at Canton and I delivered them one of the petitions,
but they refused to take it, and told me it did not signify, for
go I must directly for their orders were so strict, that no excuse
could permit of our staying that night. I told them that it was
impossible to go to Canton against the Winds, and we had no
provisions for such a Voyage. They said they could not help it
for they could not let us have any at this place, and we must go
somewhere else for to get it, nor would they allow us to send our
Boat ashore for water. But they would send for water out of
each of their Junks that were come to see us out, among the
Islands.

After much persevering they agreed to take our Petition and
send it to the Tsongtoc.

As I found by their behaviour and the Chong pings orders to
these Mandarines were so positive that nothing could be done,
I thought it was the best way for to leave them by fair means,
for we were but in a poor way of making any defence against
them, and for to have any disturbance it might appear against
us at Tien-Tsin, where I was to go if I could not do anything at
Limpo. We were obliged to get our anchor up that Evening
and go as far as the tide would drive us. The Junks kept us in
sight for three days, till we had got near the Queesan Islands.

July 10th. Arrived at the entrance of the river of Tien-Tsin,
a little Mandarine from the Forts came on board, who would not
allow of vessels going further into the river, till he should have
orders for it. He went directly to acquaint the Military Man-
darine, who clears and imports all Vessels that go up this river,
there being no cevil Magistrate living near. In the Evening the
Chong-Yaw came on board and 1 desired, he would let me have
a Boat to carry me to Town for I had affairs of consequence to
present to the Taw-yea. He told me he could not allow of the
Vessel or any body going any further, and whatever I had to
say or do I must acquaint him first, that he might make his
representations to the Mandarines of Tien-Tsing, for he could
see that we were not come to trade. I still insisting upon having
a Boat. Upon our long discourse we found that we had been in
each others Company at Canton. Finding that I could not get
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a boat I at last told him what I was come upon. He then told
me the success of my affairs depended all upon his first repre-
sentations, good or bad. I asked him what he meant by that,
for I was unacquainted at this place and should rely solely on
him, and that he must put me in the most proper way to go
about it. He said one way would be very easy, that he would
represent to the Mandarines of Tien-Tsin of our being here, and
then they will send a cevil Magistrate on Board, to whom I must
acquaint the whole of what 1 came there for, and that I might
be very sure they will not send for me up to them and as they
will not choose to Affront the Tsong-toc of Canton, they will
represent to Court that the Vessel was drove there by stress of
weather, and they will take care no body should come near us,
and at last shall be obliged to go back as we came. I told him
it could not be so, for if they would not make a proper repre-
sentation to the Emperor, I would go as far as the foot of the
great wall, and he must take care of himself for I should acquaint
them of my having been here. He said it would be just the
same thing there for that the Mandarines all abide by each other.
I then asked what I could do. He said he could make a general
representation, to the cevil and Military at Tien-Tsin, and to the
Mandarine who is messenger of all the Salt, who can represent
any thing to the Emperor, and to the Tsongtoc and the other
Mandarines, that by making these representations to so many
different courts, they for fear of each other will not think of
keeping it, from the Emperor. But by doing this he was flying
in the face of all the Mandarines and should run the risque of
being turned out and that he must have 5000 Tales if he did it.
I told him it was a great deal of money for such a thing and that
he must abate much for that I had not so much in the Vessel.

At last upon his going away he told me that I must determine
by morning and that he would not run the risque of his posts for
less than 2500 Tales, and that he would send his boat for me in
the morning to go to his house.

As we had been at so much trouble in bringing it about, we
should not loose our ends for a little money, for the Mandarins
at Canton would be quite up and there would be no bearing
them hereafter.

July 19th. I went in the Mandarines boat to his house which
was about 10 miles from the Ship, and agreed with him for
2000 Tales, to deliver him 2000 Dollars that day and the rest
upon our going away. That he should make those representations
so that I should have an opportunity of laying my petitions
before the Taw-ya at Tien-Tsin, and that he should give me a
Chop to sett out the next morning myself. In the afternoon his
people came on board, and I delivered them the 2000 Dollars.
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2oth. In the morning about six o’'clock there came on board
a Tartar Mandarine, by order of the Tu-Tung who resides at the
head of 3000 soldiers, and twelve men of War Junks, about
20 miles from where the Vessel lays, with orders to enquire about
our coming to this place. As soon as I had acquainted him he
left us. At 9 o’clock I sett out for Tien-Tsin by water, the City
where the Towya and Chong Ping resides, and where I shall
deliver my petition.

21st. At 11 this morning I arrived at Tien-Tsin, where was
a Mandarine waiting for me at the landing place. I was desired
to walk into the Custom house, about an hour after, the Foo
sent for me to a Josshouse he received me very cevilly, and asked
a great many questions, and insisted that I should deliver my
petition to him for he was sent by the great Mandarine, who is
appointed for the management of the Salt and that he would
present my petition to court directly, and told me that I must
stay in the boat till he carried it to the Salt Mandarine, that he
would order provisions and every thing that I should want.
There was directly soldiers ordered to keep the Mob off which
there was great need of for it was very troublesome. In the
afternoon the Towya sent for me, and I delivered one of the
petitions to him.

After two hours conversation, he appointed some rooms in a
Joss house for me to live in, till they could have orders from
court ; and desired that I would not want anything, for there
was orders to supply me with any thing, I should ask for, all my
things were brought from the boat to the Joss house directly.
The Hien came to see that I was well settled ; all the Mandarines
behaved vastly cevil and much like Gentlemen.

22nd. Stayed at home all the day, but was pestered much by
the Mob, it was as much as 20 soldiers could keep them from
rushing into the rooms.

23rd. Stayed at home till the 27th

27th. The Hien came this morning under pretence of paying
me a visit, and took down all the peoples names who were on
board the Snow; he expected the Emperors answer would be
back in a day or two, and desired I would not-want for anything.

28th. The Foo came this morning to pay me a visit and we
talked a great deal about the business I came on. He wanted to
find out if any of the Chinese at Limpo were any ways consulted
about our taking this method of making our complaints. I told
him that no Chinese or any body but ourselves were the least
acquainted where I was going. He had sent on a large parcel of
fruit before he came, and when he was going away he ordered one
of his servants to stay in the Joss House to receive my Commands
if I should want anything. At 6 at Night the Hien came to me,
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and told me that the Emperors orders were come and that he had
ordered a great Mandarin to go to Canton to enquire into our
Affair, and that I must prepare to sett out after him in the
morning.

I went directly to the Towya who told me the same as the
Hien had done before, but that there was no orders about the
Snows sailing, so that she must stay till further orders, but there
would soon be orders about her. After I had got back to the
Joss house, the Hien came again, and told me that orders were
gone down for the Hoppo at Canton to be turned out and all his
effects to be confiscated, and the reason of my going by land was
to make appear what I have represented to be true. I wrote to
Captain Evers to acquaint him of my going by land and that
there was no orders for his sailing, though he might soon expect
them, and that he would be the best judge what time would be
the properest for sailing, though the middle of September will be
the soonest he can leave this place, as the wind will be till then
much easterly, and when he sailed to make the best of his way
to Canton.

20th. In the morning the Mandarine who had made the repre-
sentations, sent a person to me for the rest of the money that
I was to pay him, but as I had not sufficient, he agreed to receive
it at Canton by a person that he would send.



