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Abstract: In the New Deals of the Later Qing Period, Dong Kang was a remarkable official who had
been sent to visit Japan frequently to study its legal system, particularly its jail system. Compared
with the younger and more radical overseas students who were yet to return to China,
gentlemen-officials with short overseas experiences seemed to the Imperial Government more reliable,
Dong Kang being a good example. The present thesis first describes the life of Dong as a man living
and torn between the Old and the New, the East and the West, with special attention to his experiences
in Japan; the thesis then focuses on Dong’s 1908 visit to Japan and his investigation of the jails there,
which marked the first contact between the legal circles of the two nations, with significant influence
to China's modernization of the jail system. The thesis also wishes to clarify the function that Japan
played as media through which China learned from the Western civilization for its modernization.

Key Words: Dong Kang, Shen Jiaben, Meiji Japan, jail investigation, New Deals of Later Qing Period



