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Abstract; As a great power in East Asia, Qing Dynasty had been paid tribute by other countries. Siam, a
small country of Southeast Asia, started paying tribute to China since Ming Dynasty——A dynasty
before Qing. Besides tributary relationship, rice trade between China and Siam reached its zenith since

the regime of Yongzheng——the medium-term of Qing Dynasty. In June of the 6th year of the
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enthronement of Yongzheng, under the orders of the King of Siam, Chen Yu left for Xiamen, China to
sell rice. Unfortunately, Chen's ship encountered a storm and reached Yulin harbor, Hainan Island in
August. Meanwhile, in December, another merchant ship reached Beiyangdun, Hainan Island from
Galaba Island, Manila, due to heavy storm. Five people on this ship didn't speak Chinese, thus Chen Yu, a
translator on a ship from Siam, who happened to be on Hainan Island, played the role of an interpreter,
and based on Chen's interpretation, they reached a mutual understanding. So Zhang Qi understood the
status quo of these five people. Finally these foreigners boarded a tributary ship from Siam, first arrived
in Siam, and then took a sail to their motherland.

This article mainly centers on the incident of the ships drifting from Manila to Hainan Island, and the
interpretation between sailors and local officers. | hope this article can discuss how interpreters from
Siam to China for trade interpreted in Qing Dynasty.

Key words; The enthronement of Yongzheng, China, Siam, The interpreter of Chinese language, Drifters



