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View of Learning Chinese by Early Missionaries Who Came to China
Abstract: During Late Ming and Early Qing, European missionaries came to China for evangelization.
As the pioneers of acknowledging Spoken and Written languages of Chinese among the westerners, they
accumulated profound precious experience in the process of learning and understanding the language. In
the letters and reports early Jesuits sent back to Europe, Chinese language was the subject they talked a
lot. These descriptions and statements outlined the understanding process for a new language,
summarized the key points and difficult areas for Chinese language learning from the angle of a beginner,
and explored methods and approaches for the language learning. Their efforts laid the foundation for the
later-on missionaries and western scholars starting the overall research of Chinese language from
phonetics, lexicology and syntax. The thesis mainly bases on materials of Jesuit society, starting on two
different attitudes towards Chinese language by early missionaries during Late Ming and Early Qing. It

tries to classify and summarize their views of Chinese language’s pronunciation, intonation, vocabulary,
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grammar and etc, in order to sort out the theory of Chinese language learning by early westerners who

came to China.

Key words: Westerners came to China View of learning Chinese Jesuits Late Ming and

Early Qing



