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Abstract: In the late of 9th century, Biographies of Women in Ancient China was introduced into
Japan. With the change of Japanese social form and the decline of female’s social status, its influence
became stronger and stronger. In Heian period, it was only regarded as a general literature reading.
Coming into the middle Ages, some moral instructions began to learn from its stories. During the
early modern times, Biographies of Women in Ancient China made full use of it to admonish females
and maintain the feudal system. Japanese people not only reprinted Biographies of Women in Ancient
China a lot, but also translated it into Japanese. Moreover, they followed its editing style, learned
from its story plots and edited plenty of moral instructions for women.

Key words: Biographies of Women in Ancient China; Japan; transmission; influence
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