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An International Symposium in Memory of S. W. Williams

Relations between East Asia and the United States in the 19th Century

Samuel Wells Williams (1812 — 1884) is an important figure in the relations between East Asia and
the United States in the 19th century. He is one of the earliest missionaries to China, and the first
university professor of sinology in US. He is also an eye-witness to the opening of Japan and a
promoter of Protestant missions in Japan. He worked in Canton, Macau, Beijing and Japan for 43
years, and was one of the initiators of American rational diplomacy during the Tongzhi and
Guangxu reign periods. In memory of the 200th anniversary of his birth, we cordially invite your
active participation in this international symposium, which aims to re-examine the life and work of

S. W. Williams and the relations between East Asia and US in the modern era.

Themes

1. Relations between East Asia and US in the 19th and Early 20th Centuries

2. American Missionaries in China, Japan and Ryukyu

3. Early American Sinology and Japanology (language, literature, history, etc.)

4. The Status of Macao in the Relations between East Asia and US in the 19th Century

5. Historical Experience of Mutual Learning and Constructive Interaction between East and West
Schedule

Arrival: Dec. 14, 2012 (Friday)

Meeting: Dec 15-16, 2012 (Saturday and Sunday)
Sightseeing: Dec 17 (Monday)

Departure: Dec 18, 2012 (Tuesday)

Place

Beijing Foreign Studies University (db i #hEzE A



