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The Change of the computation of the Apparent Sun entry into the Twelve Stations In Ming and Qing
Times.
WANG Guangchao
(University of Chinese Academy of Sciences,Beijing,100049)

Abstract: In the late Ming, Western astronomy was introduced into China and had a great impact on
Chinese traditional calendar. Jesuits astronomers merged the European twelve signs of the zodiac into the
Chinese traditional twelve stations and put them to be the main coordinates of the official calendars in Qing
dynasty. In the system, the true solar terms was used to annotate to the annual almanacs in the Qing dynasty.
Deeper impact is the change of solar model and cosmology. But all of these changes led Chinese
intellectuals to backlash against the new methods based on Western astronomy. So I consider that the main
controversy of the calendar in Qing dynasty focuses on the coordinates of the official calendar.
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