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Abstract: An Examination of Discourse and Power in Teaching Materials from Taiwanese
Toranomaki Taiwanese Toranomaki ( an accessible reference book for the Taiwanese language ) and
its follow-up Supplementary Taiwanese Toranomaki were Taiwanese language teaching materials
published in 1942 for members of the police during the period of Japanese rule in Taiwan ( 1895—
1945). These two publications, produced before a backdrop of war, comprised extracts compiled from
the 1931-1942 editions of Goen ( 1908-1941 ), a monthly language learning publication issued by the
courts.

This study examines the primary topics in these two publications—people, money, language,
and police orders to civilians—by exploring the main issues that those in power were interested in
vis-a-vis the language of the Taiwanese people, while also analyzing how the publications collected
discourse samples and the collective characteristics and positioning of the publications’ editors.

Taiwanese Toranomaki provides a key perspective into the collective habitus, fields of activity, and

*UINEFPEIN 1935-1945 £ » BUSARE R T —0Y = BV 4R - 251945 4 10 AEBME
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social positions of the people responsible for compiling and editing the discourse samples, because the
book was compiled over a long period, and involved continued disclosure through serialization,

publishing in collections, and other formats.

Keywords: Goen, police, interpreter, Ono Seishu, The Taiwanese—Japanese Dictionary
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