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A Study on the Japanese Origin of the Dictionaries of Modern Legal Terms in Late Qing Dynasty
Zheng Yan Zhang Li

Abstract: There were seven dictionaries of modern legal terms in the late Qing Dynasty, all of which
were deeply influenced by Japan. Only one of them was compiled independently based on translations
of Japanese laws and regulations, four were directly translated from a single Japanese legal dictionary,
and the other two were translated or compiled from multiple original Japanese legal dictionaries or
Chinese translations. At that time, China lacked modern legal language, and most of the Chinese
characters in Japanese legal language were borrowed into Chinese translations. Finding out the Japanese
origin in the dictionaries of modern legal terms in the late Qing Dynasty is very significance for studying
the history of dictionaries, the exchange of modern Chinese and Japanese legal terms, and the formation
and evolution of modern Chinese legal terms.

Key words: History of dictionaries, late Qing Dynasty, dictionaries of modern legal terms, Japanese

Origin
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