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Abstract: This paper investigated a native Chinese lighthouse (or “Xiyu Pagoda Lighthouse” ) located at
Penghu County (Taiwan Prefecture in Qing Dynasty) which existed until 1875 by studying historical
documents in different languages such as Chinese, English and Japanese which are preserved in different
countries such as China, Japan and Britain. Japanese historical documents indicate that this native Chinese
lighthouse would be a religious facility to worship Mazu, a Taoist goddess of the sea and also describe the
mechanism of the oil lamp which can be seen from distance. The lamp is lit to worship Mazu. According to
a Chinese historical document “Tongdian” of Qing Dynasty, it states that Qing Emperor favored Buddhism
and did not approve Taoism in one of government organizations and therefore the Qing Emperor adopted a
policy to eliminate Taoist leaders from the governmental office because Emperor regarded them as a threat
to the Imperial Court. Another Chinese historical text on a stone stele reveals that around the year of 1779,
when this native Chinese lighthouse was built, Qing government sent Buddhist monk to administer a native
Chinese lighthouse, which might have been functioning as a facility of Taoism, a place for local people to

worship Mazu. Government notices of 1875 and 1876 in “The HongKong Government Gazette” reveals the
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process of building a new lighthouse and demolishing a native Chinese lighthouse by following the order of

British Officials in Qing Government.
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No. 93.
GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.
The fol[owmtr Notice to Mariners is published for general information.
By Comm: and
Cecin C. Swrrm,
Acting Colonial Secretary.
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Hongkong, 12th May, 1875.

NOTICE TO MARINERS.
No. 43.
CHINA SEA.
TAKOW DISTRICT.
. Fisher Island Lighthouse.

Notice is hereby given that a lighthouse will shortly be erected close to the present native light-tower on Litsitah Point
at the S. W. extremity of Fisher Islands, Pescadores.

The illuminating apparatus will be fired Dioptric, of the Fourth Order, showing a white light visible all round except
where obscured by the islands.

The light will be elevated about 220 feet above the level of the sea, and, in clear weather, it should be visible at a
distance of 15 nautical miles.

The tower will be round of iron, 20 feet high, with a total height from its base to the lantern vane of 33 feet.

The tower will be painted black, and the dwellings and boundary wall white.

Approximate position :—Latitude, N. 23° 297
Longitude, E. 119° 28}".
By order of the Inspector General of Customs,

DAVID M. HENDERSON,
Engincer-in-Chief.
Encineer’s OFrice, Custom Housk, Smanemar, 30tk April, 1875.
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¢ “The HongKong Government Gazette”, No.93. Government to Notification, 15th May, 1875. p.213, Notice
to Mariners no, 43, Retrieved from http://sunzi.lib.hku.hk/hkgro/view/g1875/694180.pdf

7 “The HongKong Government Gazette”, No.16. Government to Notification, 22nd January, 1876., Notice to
Mariners no, 53, Retrieved from http://sunzi.lib.hku.hk/hkgro/view/g1876/691675.pdf

8 “The HongKong Government Gazette”, No.16. Government to Notification, 22nd January, 1876, Notice to
Mariners no, 53, Retrieved from http://sunzi.lib.hku.hk/hkgro/view/g1876/691675.pdf
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NOTICE TO MARINERS.
No. 33,

CHINA SEA.
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The High Officer appointed by the Chinese Government to superintend Foreign trade will
accordingly, from time to time, either himself visit, or will send a deputy to visit, the different ports.
(R SMEE G 2 BB 5 72 OB EBUN 2 b S 7o m B d, Bk, 8% oWz 4l
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The said High Officer will be at liberty, of his own choice, and independently of the
suggestion or nomination of any British authority, to select any British subject be may see fit to aid
him in the administration of the Customs Revenue; in the prevention of smuggling; in the definition of
port boundaries; or in discharging the duties of harbour-master; also in the distribution of Lights,

Buoys, Beacons, and the like, the maintenance of which shall be provided for out of the Tonnage
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® Stewart Heaver, Legend of the lighthouse builder: how a British engineer in China helped connect East and
West, while living life to the full”, Published on July 4 2021 at 2:15 pm, Retrieved from
https://www.scmp.com/magazines/post-magazine/long-reads/article/3139429/legend-lighthouse-builder-how-

british-engineer
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