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Transcription and Translation: Rethinking the Nucleus of Calligraphy

GUO Zhongwei
Abstract : Both Chinese and Japanese calligraphy have multidimensional roots in ancient times and still
have their particularities today. To raise awareness of ideographic and literary works, the City University
of Hong Kong and Shikoku University organized an online Sino-Japanese Calligraphy Conference, aiming
to promote the heritage and innovation of traditional calligraphy. Understanding the modern meaning of
classical texts is pivotal for modern culture exchange through the transcription and translation of
calligraphic works. Rethinking the relationship between calligraphy and ancient texts, integrating dialects
and music into calligraphy works, and providing a pluralistic explanation for classics are the primordial
target of this academic activity. This paper will analyze the content of ancient Chinese texts and the
possibilities of calligraphic innovation, using some of the calligraphic works of these two universities as
examples, trying to transcribe and translate the Classical sinitics into modern vernaculars, which provides
an opportunity for further translation.

Keywords: Calligraphy, antiquities, transcription, translations, dialects, music.



