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Homesickness in Daily Life:
“Nostalgia” in The Overseas Travels in Late Imperial China
ZHANG Ping
Abstract: “nostalgia” in the overseas travels in late imperial China is “self-shaped image” of “a transitional
era”. Nostalgia narrative is the realization to Chinese culture in two worlds of writers and maintains self-
worth system. “scenery” is the objects and emotions in daily life. Scenery description shows the traditional
aesthetic taste and cultural character. The nostalgia of it is the call of the national spirit. Nostalgia in solar

terms and seasons displays personal feelings and folk Customs. It is the combination of individuality and
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collectivity and contains the “cultural identity” of Chinese. At a time of crisis in the conflict between China
and the west, nostalgia means obtaining confidence from the cultural tradition and national history and
maintaining the internal unity of the self by seeking a spiritual home.

Key words: the overseas travels in late imperial China, daily life, nostalgia, self-shaped image



