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Study on the textbook “Lehrgang der nordchinesischen Umgangssprache”
Abstract:The Lehrgang der nordchinesischen Umgangssprache compiled by German sinologists
Ferdinand Lessing and Wilhelm Othmer was published in Qingdao in 1912. It was one of the most
popular Chinese textbooks among Germans in China. The textbook was completely from teaching
practice. It was based on three years of teaching experience of the two people, starting in January 1910. It
fully draws on the achievements of predecessors in Chinese research and teaching and refers to a variety
of monographs and textbooks popular in the same period in arrangement. The textbook involves all
aspects of language elements -Phonetics, Chinese characters, vocabulary, grammar, dialogue, and short
stories are evenly distributed in each chapter. The selection of materials reflects the daily life culture of
China, and it emphasizes on Chinese character training in teaching. .  This textbook plays a role in
spreading Chinese language and culture, and is also an important material to investigate the history of
Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language.

Keyword: Chinese Textbook; Teaching Chinese as a Second Language; Knowledge Transferring
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