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The Origin of Martino Martini’s Misinformation of the Boundary between China and Vietnam in
Novus Atlas Sinensis

Abstract: As the first published provincial atlas of China in Western language, Martino Martini’s Novus
Atlas Sinensis (1655) made a great influence to the European intelligentsia for a long time. However, there
are serious errors about the location of boundary between China and Vietnam on the map and in the
geographical descriptions that Martini mistakenly thought that at the mapping year a vast region on the
western part of Guangxi Province and the southeastern part of Yunnan Province has been taken over by the
regime of Vietnam. In this article, through close reading of the relevant texts, and using the method of
comparative cartography, the author points out that Martini’s misinformation was originated from the
misreading of a now lost general map of China Ren Ji Tu, meanwhile some texts in Guang Yu Ji that was
Martini’s basic reference material during his mapmaking may also catalyzed Martini’s misinformation. The

study may be helpful to the recognition of the nature of Novus Atlas Sinensis and the understanding of the

7ot BB 78 ] 2% Alexei Volkov, “On Two Maps of the Vietnam by Alexandre de Rhodes”, Luis
Saraiva and Catherine Jami ed, Visual and Textual Representations in Exchanges between Europe and East
Asia 16" -18" Centuries, World Scientific, 2018, pp99-118.
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Mapmakers”, Monumenta Serica,59:1(2011), pp259-271.
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complex historical scenes of the delivery and reproduction of geographical knowledge between China and
Europe during the 17" Century.
Keywords: Martino Martini; Novus Atlas Sinensis; Ren Ji Tu; Boundary between China and Vietnam;

Mapping Process
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