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The Writing of Toponym “Montenegro” in Late Tokugawa and Meiji Japan
Nakazawa Takuya
Abstract: This article studies how the toponym “Montenegro” was written in Japanese in the
later half of 19™ and early 20™ centuries. First information on Montenegro in Japan came
through Chinese during Ansei era (1854-1860). Thereafter, until the Meiji period, toponym
“Montenegro” was mainly written in Chinese characters phonetically (e. g. ZHJJ2). After the
Meiji Restoration, Montenegro was also written in kana phonetically as Monteneguro (e. g.
E 277 1) In 1902, Monteneguro was introduced in kana based on the guideline
announced by the Ministry of Education, and since then, kana has been widely used.

Keywords: Montenegro, translation of foreign toponyms, Japanese-Montenegrin relationship
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