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A Reexamination of the Truth of Chen Jitong’s “Transmission of Chinese Poetry to the West”
Yin Dexiang; Ingemar Ottosson (Sweden)
Abstract Chen Jitong’s contribution to the “Transmission of Chinese Poetry to the West” has been highly
valued in the academic circles, however, this is not based on the research of the writings by his name and
related historical documents. The article “On the History of Chinese Poetry”, which the authors of this
article came across, and which was published in the "German Review" in 1882, was made up by Chen
Jitong, plagirizing from the French sinologist d’Hervey-Saint-Denys’ Poésies de [’époque des Thang, and
a great deal of its content is overlapped with the book “Les Chinois peints par eux-mémes”. Comparing the
three texts, it can be proved that Chen Jitong’s French teacher, Mondion, was actually the chief author who
also proofread the final version of “Les Chinois peints par eux-mémes”. Chen Jitong’s major contribution
lies in the translation of some poems, and his selection of the poems to be translated still relies on “Poésies
de I’époque des Thang”; also, his translation was rather simple and superficial. However, in his later works
as “Mon Pays” and “Les Plaisirs en Chine”, he vividly demonstrates the richness of Chinese poetry and its
close relationship with the daily life of the common Chinese, this is what the sinologists have failed to do.
Key words Chen Jitong; Mondion; d’Hervey-Saint-Denys; Poésies de [’époque des Thang; Les Chinois

peints par eux-mémes
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