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Introduction and Acceptance of Tian Gong Kai Wu and its Technical Vocabulary in Japan
LI Hong, JIA Qiong
(College of Foreign Studies, Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095, China)

Abstract: Tian Gong Kai Wu, known as the encyclopedia of Chinese crafts in the 17th century, was
introduced to Japan at the end of that century. It then became an important reader for Japanese
intellectual elites to learn and acquire the advanced traditional science and technology from China. Its
dissemination proves the effects and value of the circulation and the internal driving force of traditional
science and technology in East Asia, though the development of modern science and technology in Asia
mainly originates from the West. The dissemination, shaping and reproduction of technical vocabulary
is a case in point. The technical vocabulary in Tian Gong Kai Wu expounds the development and
evolvement of the vocabulary from tradition to modern times in terms of vocabulary materials, word
formation and vocabulary group formation through Japanese scholars’ quotation and borrowing. It also
clarifies the positive impact of Tian Gong Kai Wu on the construction of modern Japanese technical
vocabulary system.

Key words: Tian Gong Kai Wu; dissemination in Japan; technical vocabulary; acceptance



