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[ Abstract] Since anatomy practices violated Chinese traditional customs, Peking Union Medical
Hospital was sued for dissecting a patient named Song Minghui in 1930, resulting in a divergence
between doctors and the general public regarding anatomical dissections. Doctors argued that the
dissection regulations were overly stringent, while the public perceived Peking Union Medical Hospital
as being aligned with imperialism. Widespread rumors circulated about the hospital stealing corpses for
experiments. Ultimately the dissection regulations were revised in 1933, making it easier to obtain

permission for dissections. And the government influenced the public's ethical perspective on death
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through its legislative authority.

Stealing Corpses Rumor: PUMC Dissection Case and the 1933 Revision of Dissection Regulations



