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New Studies on the Edition of Matteo Ricci’s World Map
in the Austrian National Library

WANG Yao
Abstract: The study of the editions of Matteo Ricci’s world maps has been the subject of scholarly
attention. When the original edition of the world map ‘1§ #1777 [E 4 [&]’ was carved on wood in 1602, the
carver secretly made another woodblock of the same kind, and then the world maps of the carver’s secret
edition were printed and sold between 1602 and 1607. The former scholars Hirotada Kawamura, Aoki
Chieko and Unno Kazutaka, by studying the differences in words and phrases, believed that the printed

copies in the Austrian National Library belonged to the carver’s secret edition. However, based on the

36 Aoyama Hiro’o, The Introduction of Ricci’s World Maps into Edo Period Japan: A Detailed Comparative
Investigation of Maps, in Reimagining the Globe and Cultural Exchange: The East Asian Legacies of Matteo

Ricci’s World Map, edited by Laura Hostetler, Leiden: Brill, 2024, pp.149-150.
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modifications, cracks and dents in Ricci’s 1602 woodblock, it can be assumed that the Austrian map
belong to the revised edition of Ricci’s 1602 woodblock. After being brought back to Hangzhou by Li
Zhizao in 1603, the original woodblock was used until 1644, when the Qing Dynasty was founded. At
present, the number of known copies of the 1602 original woodblock could be increased to eleven, and
no map of the carver’s secret edition has been found in known collections around the world. This study
has contributed to a new understanding of the issue of the editions of Ricci’s maps.

Key Words: Matteo Ricci, Kunyu Wanguo Quantu, carver’s secret edition, Austrian National Library
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