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From Imperial Decrees to Official-Civilian Communication: Qing Dynasty's Explanatory Books on
Imperial Decrees and Vernacular Proclamations

Abstract: As rulers issued decrees and educated the people, the main tool used was proclamations, which
were primarily written in Classical Chinese to demonstrate the authority of the issuers; however, this
hindered the people's understanding of the content. The collection of local official proclamations, "Ancient
Proclamations Compilation," includes proclamations issued by officials such as Zhang Wuwei, Wang
Fengsheng, Liu Heng, and Li Zhangyu in vernacular Chinese, aiming to promote the education of the
masses. In addition, this can be attributed to the Qing government's requirement for local officials to
combine the preaching of imperial decrees with proclamations for education, and to emphasize the role of
local dialects and colloquial language in education, which further led to the use of vernacular Chinese in
proclamations. At that time, popular explanations of imperial decrees, especially those in vernacular
Chinese, shared similar linguistic features with vernacular proclamations, such as the use of personal
pronouns, examples, questions, and employing both soft and strong language, which can serve as evidence
of the mutual influence between the two.

Keywords: Qing Dynasty; Vernacular Proclamations; Explanatory Books on Imperial Decrees ;

Popular Education
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