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Hostility and Interaction:
The Image of Late Edo Period in the Anglo-American Reports

Abstract: In the mid-to-late eighteenth century, British newspapers began to pay attention to Japan due to
trade interests. Because of the interference from Britain and Russia, the Tokugawa shogunate implemented
a policy of keeping a distance from countries other than China, the Netherlands, and Korea. The image of
early Edo period has always been hazy and out of reach in English news. Even due to Japan's strict isolation
policy, the British media gave the illusion of an "empire". Since the First Opium War, the emerging United
States took advantage of the Sino-British trade conflict to use force to open Japan's door. In the process,
the American media fully used the power of public opinion to support the US-government in completing
the signing of the Nippon-US treaty and encouraged the United States to take the lead. Seize profits in
Japan. The image of late Edo period showed a completely different image in the eyes of British and
American public opinion than before. The Anglo-American media's world reports on Japan became
increasingly colorful, and Japan's image began to spread around the world through the Anglo-American
media and world public opinion.

Keywords: Anglo-American reports; late Edo period; isolation; opening of Japan; intercourse
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