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From Showpieces to Collaborator: Fung Assing, Fung Aho and Early Sino-German Language and
Culture Contact
Abstract

In the 1820s, two Cantonese, Fung Assing and Fung Aho, as public displays in the Germany. Its appearance
aroused the popular interest in the Chinese people and language. After receiving financial support from the
Prussian royal family, the two Cantonese lived for many years within Germany and were baptized as
Christians. The German scholars, who interested in Chinese studies, used the Robert Morrison’s Chinese
version of New Testament as basic reference, and asked the two Chinese as collaborator in the compilation
of bilingual documents. The bilingual documents have been preserved under their names, completed in
Chinese characters, Romanized Pinyin, and German version of New Testament. The textual characteristics
of the trinity of characters, sounds, and translation point to a more plausible assumption that its purpose
was to help the Germans achieve synchronized learning of written Chinese and spoken Chinese, rather than
to help the two Chinese men understand Christianity or to enhance their German language studying.
Keywords: Fung Assing, Fung Aho, bilingual documents, Chinese version of New Testament, Chinese

language learning
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