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FEEFE
On the Semantic Origins and Evolutionof the Word “ZHZ} (Zu Zhi)” —With Critical
Suggestions for Great Chinese Dictionary revision

Abstract: Based on large-scale Chinese-Japanese corpus and authoritative dictionaries, this paper
systematically traces the semantic extension and historical evolution of the term  “ZH23(Zu Zhi)”.
The research demonstrates that in Chinese classical contexts, “#2H%{(Zu Zhi)” constructed a
multidimensional semantic network spanning four domains: “natural,” poetic,” “thought” and
“person or things.” During its lexical borrowing into Japanese, the term selectively retained its
usage in natural and poetic contexts. Under the further developemt of early modern Rangaku and
modern Eigaku frameworks, it produces new meanings such as “Tissue” (biological organization)

”»

and “ Organize/Organization (political structuring). In the early 20th century, these new
meanings were reintroduced to China, where “2H41(Zu Zhi/Soshiki)” acquired the distinct sense
that specifically denoting Communist Party organizations within the context of socialism with
Chinese characteristics. By summarizing patterns of semantic change across Chinese and Japanese
contexts, this paper summerizes the semantic evolution of the term  “#H%4(Zu Zhi)” in Chinese
and Japanese contexts. By analyzing the patterns of its lexical development, it identifies problems
in the definitions, sense categorization, and illustrative citations of the entry for “Z1Z{(Zu Zhi)”
in Great Chinese Dictionary. The findings aim to provide insights for the revision of in Great
Chinese Dictionary.

Keywords: Great Chinese Dictionary; #HZ{(Zu Zhi); semantic change; dictionary revision



