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The Formation of Nishi Amane’s Concept of “Economics” and Its Significance in Intellectual History
Abstract: In the process of introducing the Western term “Political Economy”, Nishi Amane (1829-1897),
an Enlightenment thinker in Japan’s Meiji period, used two different Japanese renderings: keizaigaku and
seisangaku. Previous studies have often regarded this phenomenon as a sign of Nishi’s hesitation or
confusion in choosing between the two terms, without fully elucidating the intrinsic relationship between
them. Through a close reading of Nishi’s relevant texts, this study argues that seisangaku and keizaigaku
were not in a relationship of opposition or mutual exclusion, but rather one of functional complementarity.
Specifically, seisangaku focused primarily on productive activities and institutional frameworks, whereas
keizaigaku was conceived as a comprehensive discipline encompassing social order and social and ethical
harmony. An analysis of Nishi’s later monograph Keizaigaku (1878) further reveals that his understanding
of economics was not merely a theory of the production and distribution of wealth, but a discipline that
elucidates the autonomous laws of social functioning based on the division of labor, cooperation, trust, and
legal order. This conceptual formation embodies a distinctive intellectual path through which Nishi
creatively reconstructed Western Political Economics by mediating it with Ogyii Sorai’s thought on
“statecraft” (keisei). This study contributes to our understanding of the generative logic of the term
“economics” in modern East Asia and the mechanism of intellectual integration between Chinese and
Western thought.

Keywords: Nishi Amane;seisangaku (this was Nishi Amane's translation of Political Economy.);

keizaigaku (economics); translated terms; keisei saimin (governing the world and saving the people)
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